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PICTURE BOOKS

Oh Dear, Look 
What I Got!
MICHAEL ROSEN, HELEN 
OXENBURY (WALKER )
HB $27.99
From this beloved author 
and illustrator pairing comes 
a brilliant new picture book 
that will delight a new gen-
eration of children. Each visit 
to the shop brings an animal 
surprise in this playful read-
aloud, with a final twist and a 
joyful ending. Young readers 
will love joining in the rhym-
ing text and guessing what 
comes next in this hilarious 
picture book, sure to become 
a timeless classic. 2–6 years.

Unicorn Post
EMMA YARLETT (WALKER)
HB $24.99
On a day full of rainbows, 
a little girl finds a lost uni-
corn knocking on the door 
of her treehouse. Luckily the 
girl knows just what to do. 
Together they visit places all 
around the town to see if they 
can find the unicorn’s home. 
From the pet shop to the fun-
fair, this lift-the-flap adventure 
takes children on a journey to 
discover that the perfect home 
was a lot closer than they imag-
ined. 3–6 years.

The Cave Downwind 
of the Cafe
MIKEY PLEASE 
(HARPERCOLLINS)
HB $29.99
Every night, Glumfoot dreams 
of delicious meals and every 
night he is served the same 
thing: his dad’s bogey broth. He 
is overjoyed one day to discover 
the new café at the edge of the 
woods. But when one very 
hungry ogre decides he’ll eat the 
owner, it’s down to Glumfoot 
to save the chef. Join Rene and 
Glumfoot in their gloriously 
gruesome culinary world where 
you’re never quite sure what’s 
on the menu – or who the cus-
tomer will be… 3–6 years.

I’m Very Busy: A 
(Nearly Forgotten) 
Birthday Book
OLIVER JEFFERS 
(HARPERCOLLINS )
HB $29.99
It’s Bridget’s birthday, and she 
thinks it would be fun to spend 
the day with friends. But Royal 
has places to go, Rodney has to 
see a man about a dog, Regis 
has to wash his hair and Pearl 
has a list of items she needs to 
cross off as quickly as she can. 
Will Bridget have to spend her 
birthday all alone? A poignant 
and funny story about our busy 
lives and how we can fix our 
mistakes. 3–6 years.

The Search for Our 
Cosmic Neighbours
CHLOE SAVAGE (WALKER)
HB $29.99
Join Commander Julia, her 
team of Astro scientists and 
her trusty dog, Khan, as they 
search for life in the stars. 
Travelling for ten years in their 
packed spaceship, they visit 
countless moons and plan-
ets of every size and colour, 
searching for the answer to the 
greatest question of all: ‘Are 
we alone?’ This journey across 
the cosmos will inspire a love 
of science, space exploration, 
and nurture curiosity in the 
solar system, our galaxy, and 
beyond. 3–6 years.

The Great White 
Man-Eating Shark: 
A Cautionary Tale
MARGARET MAHY, 
HERB MACDONALD 
(LITTLE MOA PRESS)
HB NZ TITLE $24.99
Welcome to Caramel Cove. 
The beach is amazing. The 
ocean is even better. Norvin 
loves to swim and shoot 
through the water like a silver 
arrow. He doesn’t like sharing 
his beloved swimming spot 
with others. But with a little  

bit of planning, and a home-
made shark fin, Norvin discov-
ers he can have Caramel Cove 
all to himself. Margaret Mahy’s 
classic cautionary tale is reim-
agined with delightfully cheeky 
illustrations. 3–6 years.

Mum’s Busy Work
JACINDA ARDERN, RUBY 
JONES (PICTURE PUFFIN)
HB NZ TITLE $30.00
Even though day care is fun, 
it’s still hard not to miss Mum 
throughout the week! But 
despite her busy job, there’s 
always time for stories, games, 
hugs, and love. Based on real 
conversations Jacinda Ardern 
had with her young daughter 
while she was prime minster 
of New Zealand, this book 
celebrates the relationship 
between working mums and 
their children. An inspiring 
and heart-warming book about 
the relationship between a 
working mum and her daugh-
ter. 3–6 years.

The Kerfuffle
CLOTILDE PERRIN 
(GECKO PRESS)
HB $32.99
Dog and Cat were happy living 
next door until a misunder-
standing caused a real kerfuf-
fle! Now they can’t stand each 
other, so they build a wall 
between their gardens. The 
wall goes up and up. One day a 
funny rabbit pops its head over. 
But whose garden will this new 
friend play in? Finally, a better 
idea for how to use the bricks 
finds three happy friends shar-
ing the garden after all - until 
some pigs move in next door… 
3–7 years.

Te Ngahere I te Pō
KIRI LIGHTFOOT, 
PIPPA KEEL SITU 
(ALLEN & UNWIN)
PB NZ TITLE $24.99
As the sun sets, which crea-
tures come to life as others drift 
to sleep? This stunning pic-
ture book explores the hidden 
world of nocturnal creatures 
in Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
bush. Inspired by a night-time 
walk in the Waitākere Ranges, 
this bilingual story reveals what 
goes on in the forest under the 
cover of darkness. A perfect 
bedtime lullaby for tamariki. 
4–7 years.

Hansel and Gretel
STEPHEN KING, MAURICE 
SENDAK (HODDER 
CHILDREN’S)
HB $49.99
The classic, haunting tale of 
two brave children lost in an 
eerie and dangerous forest, 
reimagined by literary legends: 
Stephen King and Maurice 
Sendak. Let them guide you 
into this most deliciously 
daring rendition of the tradi-
tional Grimm fairy tale. But 
will you find your way back 
out? This stunning, high-
quality hardback with jacket 
includes a personal introduc-
tion from Stephen King, and 
is the perfect gift for fans of 
King, Sendak and dark fairy 
tales. 4–7 years.

Taniwha
GAVIN BISHOP 
(PENGUIN BOOKS NZ)
HB NZ TITLE $40.00
Award-winning weaver of sto-
ries Gavin Bishop retells a vari-
ety of tales about the taniwha of 
Aotearoa, from the guardians 
who accompanied waka voyages 
to present-day inhabitants of the 
whenua and moana. Describing 
how the landscape was shaped, 
and exploring relations between 
Māori and the sometimes 
friendly, but more often terrify-
ing, supernatural creatures, these 
traditional stories are taken to a 
new level of spooky visual splen-
dour. 6–10 years.

Whenua: Māori 
Pūrākau of Aotearoa
ISOBEL JOY TE AHO-
WHITE (LITTLE 
MOA PRESS)
HB NZ TITLE $39.99
From sleeping giants to bat-
tling mountains, fiery sisters 
to adventurous trees, discover 
eleven tales of how Aotearoa 
was formed beneath our feet. 
Whenua takes readers back 
in time with each pūrākau, 
exploring the ways in which 
Aotearoa’s land was formed 
and introducing children to 
legendary Māori figures and 
atua. A beautifully illustrated 
collection that will delight the 
whole whānau. 6–12 years.

The Owl Witch
MYRIAM DAHMAN, 
NICOLAS DIGARD, JULIA 
SARDA PORTABELLA 
(ORCHARD)
HB $34.99
A bewitching modern fairy tale 
about truth, overcoming evil 
and the power of friendship. In 
a solitary house on a secluded 
island lives a woman known as 
the Owl Witch who longs for 
companionship. One evening, 
a traveller called Noor arrives 
with a mysterious invitation 
from her master, Blackink 
Baldassare, a devilish force 
who rules the depths of the sea. 
Can the Owl Witch outsmart 
the wily Blackink and help 
Noor to regain her freedom? 
7–10 years. 

NON-FICTION

Mother of the Nation: 
Whina Cooper and the 
Long Walk for Justice
DAVID HILL, STORY 
HEMI-MOREHOUSE 
(PICTURE PUFFIN)
HB NZ TITLE $25.00
When Whina was very young, 
her father knew she was a born 
leader. At 18, she organised  

her first protest to save iwi 
land. At 56, she helped found 
the Māori Women’s Welfare 
League. And at 79, she walked 
an incredible 1000 kilometres 
to Parliament to deliver a mes-
sage: Not One More Acre of 
Māori Land. The true story 
of a courageous wāhine toa 
whose mana and determina-
tion continue to inspire us 
today. 5–9 years.

Omnibird: An 
Avian Investigator’s 
Handbook
GISELLE CLARKSON 
(GECKO PRESS NZ)
HB NZ TITLE $44.99
Investigating a bird is like 
solving a puzzle. To gather all 
the pieces, you look for clues: 
meet the omnibird. Omnibird 
investigates 18 common birds 
from habitats around the world 
– eagles, owls and seabirds, 
starlings, ducks and swans. 
Explore the incredible internal 
structure of bird bones, learn 
what a gizzard stone is for, find 
the fascinating in bird calls, 
poop, feathers and flight. From 
the award-winning illustrator 
and author Giselle Clarkson. 
5–12 years.

Britannica All New 
Children’s Encyclopedia: 
What We Know and 
What We Don’t
CHRISTOPHER LLOYD 
(ED.) (WHAT ON EARTH)
HB $67.99
Earth, Space, Animals, History, 
STEM – this fully updated edi-
tion of Britannica’s children’s 
encyclopedia has them all! With 
more than 400 pages of infor-
mation, and over 1,000 illustra-
tions, photographs and maps, 
this gorgeous compendium will 
satisfy even the most curious 
minds. Unlike old encyclope-
dias that are structured from 
A to Z, this will take you on a 
journey from the beginning 
of time to the present day and 
even into the future! 6–12 years. 
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GRAPHIC 
NOVEL

Refugee: The 
Graphic Novel
ALAN GRATZ, SYD 
FINI (SCHOLASTIC)
PB $21.99
This timeless story follows 
three children – Josef, Isabel 
and Mahmoud – who live in 
different parts of the world in 
different decades. All three 
kids must endure harrowing 
journeys as their homelands 
are ravaged by violence and 
destruction. All face unim-
aginable dangers. But there is 
always the hope of tomorrow. 
And although Josef, Isabel and 
Mahmoud are separated by 
continents and decades, shock-
ing connections will tie their 
stories together in the end. 
9–12 years.

CHILDREN’S 
FICTION

The Lone Husky
HANNAH GOLD, 
LEVI PINFOLD 
(HARPERCOLLINS)
PB $19.99
April Wood is no stranger to 
adventure. After all, she lives in 
the Arctic and her best friend 
is a polar bear. But when she 
finds herself volunteering for 
a long-distance dog sled race 
across the frozen tundra, even 
she wonders if this may be an 
adventure too far. But April 
has something the other teams 
don’t: Blaze, a solitary husky 
with a troubled past, who may 
just prove to be her secret 
weapon… 8–12 years.

Stonewitch 
(Hedgewitch Book 4)
SKYE MCKENNA, 
TOMISLAV TOMIC 
(WELBECK)
HB $24.99
Every 5 years, covens from 
all over Britain and Ireland 
meet to take part in a series  

of challenging games in 
the hopes of winning the 
Covenmoot Cauldron. Cassie 
and her friends travel to the 
Scottish Highlands to take 
part. But menacing forces 
haunt the moors and rumours 
of the ancient Stonewitch swirl 
through the camp. Cassie and 
her coven must prove them-
selves in the Covenmoot, while 
long-hidden secrets come to 
light, and the wicked Erl King’s 
power grows. 8–12 years.

The Fate of Dragons 
(Dragonfall Book 1)
SARINA CLARK, ALBA GIL 
CELDRAN (LITTLE MOA)
PB NZ TITLE $21.99
Long ago, Ataraxia was a 
magical, united nation where 
dragons lived in harmony. 
Now, the three dragon tribes – 
Cliffs, Fireflys, and Ferns – are 
divided and live in fear, hiding 
from monsters like the fero-
cious Blade Wolf. Firefly sister 
dragons Dessa and Sacha can’t 
imagine a world in the light, but 
newly hatched Fern dragon, 
Astra, is about to astound 
them all and show them that 
anything is possible if they 
work together. Welcome to 
Dragonfall. Revolution awaits. 
8–12 years.

Runt and the 
Diabolical Dognapping 
(Runt Book 2)
CRAIG SILVEY, SARA 
ACTON (ALLEN 
& UNWIN)
HB $29.99
Six weeks have passed since 
Annie Shearer and Runt com-
peted valiantly at the Krumpets 
Dog Show. The town of Upson 
Downs is rejuvenated, and a 
Tournament of Champions 
has just been announced, with 
the world’s best canine talent 
invited to showcase their 
skills. But as preparations for 
the event get underway, Runt 
mysteriously goes missing, and 
a trail of suspicious clues sur-
round his doghouse. It’s up to 
Annie and her brother Max to 
rescue Runt before it’s too late. 
8–12 years.

The Case of the Angry 
Ghost (Violet and 
the Velvets Book 2)
RACHAEL KING, 
PHOEBE MORRIS 
(ALLEN & UNWIN)
PB NZ TITLE $18.99
Violet and her band have made 
it to BandChamps! Armed with 
their own songs, they’re com-
peting alongside The Alphas, 
for glory. But wait! Strange 
goings-on are afoot at the Royal 
Theatre, where it’s rumoured a 
grumpy ghost ballerina haunts 
the stage. Can Violet and her 
friends solve the mystery? And 
how can they win when they’re 
all feeling so spooked? It’s 
going to take courage, detec-
tive work and a lot of creative 
thinking – have they got what it 
takes? 8–12 years.

The Keeper of 
the Octopus
NERIDAH MCMULLIN 
(WALKER)
PB $19.99
Since her father sailed away, 
Uncle Isaac is the only family 
Pippy has left. Together they 
spend their days fishing off the 
coast, until one day Pippy is 
knocked into the sea and res-
cued by a gentle, giant creature. 
Pippy learns she is the descend-
ent of a long line of Keepers 
– The Keeper of the Octopus, 
and when the Calamary 
Brothers come to town, it’s up 
to her to rescue her new friend 
Octavia from the Calamary’s 
clutches. 8–12 years.

The Wondrous Tale 
of Lavender Wolfe
KAREN FOXLEE 
(ALLEN & UNWIN)
HB $27.99 OUT IN NOV
Lavender Wolfe is all alone on 
a wharf when she is snatched 
and thrown into the galley 
of a pirate ship, The Good 
Marchioness. Disguised as 
a boy and renamed Hans 
Whitby, Lavender joins the 
crew on a desperate voyage – to 
find and return stolen treasure 
before all those who sail within 
the cursed pirate ship are 

turned to sand. Will Lavender 
help break the curse? Or will 
her true identity be lost to the 
sands of time? 8–12 years.

Rock Paper Incisors
AMY TIMBERLAKE, 
JON KLASSEN (ALLEN 
& UNWIN)
HB $27.99 OUT IN NOV
Skunk and Badger have an 
easy roommate rhythm. Skunk 
cooks! Badger cleans! Then, 
they take in two orphaned rat 
pups, Zeno and Zephyr. How 
much trouble could two tiny 
rats really be? But it’s winter, 
and nothing goes to plan. It 
will take a North Twist vil-
lage to raise these rats! This 
delightfully off-kilter adven-
ture explores the complexity of 
friendship and the meaning of 
family in a wintery world where 
chickens wear parkas and Yard 
Sheep host spaghetti dinners. 
8–12 years.

Small Wonder
ROSS MONTGOMERY 
(WALKER)
PB $21.99
When the family home is under 
threat, it’s on Tick to put every-
thing he’s learned into practice 
and protect his family. While 
enemies invade, Tick has only 
six moons to get to Kings’ 
Keep and warn their ruler.. 
Travelling through forests and 
mountains, encountering ban-
dits and rogue knights along the 
way, the journey is not an easy 
one. But Tick is determined to 
honour his grandfather’s last 
advice – Make it count, Small 
Wonder. 8–12 years

Rory Sparkes and the 
Elephant in the Room
HUGH BONNEVILLE, 
LORETTA SCHAUER 
(BLOOMSBURY)
PB $19.99
Rory Sparkes is a boy with 
a head full of dreams. He 
might travel the world with 
the circus. Or he might try to 
make it as a cowboy. Although 
at the moment he’d settle for 
making his torch work prop-
erly. As he plots to help his best 
friend, Guy, earn enough  

money to buy the latest top-
of-the-line model boat (so 
they can set sail for South 
America), the circus rolls into 
town and everything spirals 
out of control. 8–12 years.

Scarlet Morning
N D STEVENSON 
(HARPERCOLLINS)
PB $22.99
Viola and Wilmur have been 
waiting for their parents for 
15 years in the colourless town 
of Caveat. Their lives are a 
drudge of salt, trash, pirate 
stories, and what-ifs... until 
one very stormy night, when 
Captain Cadence Chase breaks 
down their door. Setting sail 
into the treacherous and beau-
tiful world beyond Caveat, 
the two inseparable friends 
must uncover the facts behind 
legend – before the truth tears 
them apart. 8–12 years.

The Poisoned 
King (Impossible 
Creatures Book 2)
KATHERINE RUNDELL 
(BLOOMSBURY)
PB $22.99
When Christopher Forrester 
is unexpectedly woken by a 
miniature dragon chewing on 
his face, his heart leaps for joy. 
He’s dreamed of returning to 
the Archipelago – the secret 
islands where all the crea-
tures of myth still live. But he 
didn’t know it would involve a 
rescue mission on the back of 
a sphinx, or a dragon’s lair. Nor 
did he imagine it would involve 
a girl with a flock of birds at her 
side and a ravenous hunger for 
justice... 10+ years.

YOUNG TEEN

Kata and Tor
KEVIN CROSSLEY-
HOLLAND (WALKER)
PB $19.99
Tor is the youngest son of 
Harald Hardrada, King of 
Norway and leader of the 
Viking fleet. Kata, a caring 
and fierce young woman sets  

Tor’s heart alight. But these 
are troubled times. Mistrust 
and rumours ripple through 
the land. As the eve of battle 
draws closer, Kata and Tor 
must question to whom their 
loyalty lies: heart or home? A 
thrilling fated-lovers romance 
set during the Viking invasion 
of York in 1066. 10–14 years.

Gloam
JACK MACKAY (ROCK 
THE BOAT)
PB $18.99
Gwen doesn’t want to admit 
that everything feels wrong 
since her mum died. There’s 
no time for all these feelings 
now that she has her younger 
siblings to care for. And now 
there’s an intruder. Esme 
Laverne may seem sweet but 
Gwen isn’t fooled, even if eve-
ryone else is. Determined to 
protect her family, Gwen must 
face everything she’s been run-
ning from and embrace her 
fears before she can defeat 
the monster in her home... for 
good. 10–14 years.

Lottie Brooks vs. The 
Ultra Mean Girls
KATIE KIRBY (PUFFIN)
PB $21.00
Just when Lottie thought life 
might be going back to normal, 
everything goes wrong again! 
Amber’s hanging out with 
the Ultra Mean Girl Gang 
at school and is completely 
ignoring the Queens of Eight 
Green. Mum expects Lottie to 
‘help around the house more’, 
Bella keeps biting everyone 
and Pot Noodle will not stop 
sniffing every dog’s bum. Now 
Lottie has to come up with a 
foolproof plan to get Amber 
back before her friendship 
group is destroyed forever. 
10–14 years. 

Five Lanes at the BNZ Centre, 101-111 Cashel St. Ph: (03) 741 3309
tellingtales@scorpiobooks.co.nz|scorpiobooks.co.nz/tellingtales

Free NZ shipping 
for orders over $100.
Prices are subject to change.
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